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ACADEMIC STYLE
An editing guide
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The following is a list of words to avoid while writing in formal, academic English. They are generally
considered too informal, simple, vague, or subjective. Examples of alternate word choices are on the right.

A bit The task was  a bit   somewhat difficult

Kid A study focusing on  kids   children

A lot of Many / several / six scholars say...A lot, a couple of

He is  kind of  correct somewhat / to a certain degreeKind of, sort of

From  2019  till  until / to 2021,Till

You   One can understand her difficultyYou, your

Like The author uses literary devices  like  such as metaphor and allusion

TOO INFORMAL: EXAMPLES:

Doesn't, couldn't,
isn't, etc.

This evidence   doesn't  does not support Jung's theory, since...
The character  isn't  is not happy that he failed to do his job
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