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VERB TENSES: WRITING ABOUT
FICTION AND NON-FICTION

 

The events in fiction are made up: they never actually happened. They ‘happen’ every time
someone reads the story. For this reason, they are described in the present tense.

 “The character meets an old man who feeds him and helps him recover.”

BUTĤ when mentioning events that happened at an earlier time, switch to the past tense. 

“The narrator tells his friend what happened many years earlier.”
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