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Once you find a brief that you think is particularly well-written, you can copy its text and paste it into the
“reference” box at writingwellishard.com, and then paste your own draft in the “your text” box, to compare the
characteristics of your writing to those of your reference. This tool will help you to identify if, for example, your
sentences are much longer than those in your reference brief, or if yours use the passive voice much more than
theirs does.

For those interested in the writingwellishard.com tool but struggling to figure out how to make the most of it,
grab the free guide to interpreting your results, or consider taking my course, “Becoming a Better Editor of Your
Own Work.”

Getting your policy brief to reach policymakers
If your department or your research centre, institute, or cluster doesn’t already have a webpage dedicated to
policy briefs, it’d be a good idea to start one — but of course that shouldn’t be the end-point of your knowledge-
sharing strategy.

Ask a communications-focused staff member in your university if anyone in their team can help with sharing
your policy brief. If they can’t do it themselves, they’ll likely know who you should talk to. Many institutions
have a media relations office that could help you to share your research findings (though not your brief
specifically) with a local or national newspaper, radio show, or news channel. If they write a press release about
your work, you could ask them if they might link to your policy brief at the bottom of the document, along with
providing your contact information.

Beyond your institutional channels, consider how else you might reach policymakers or other decision-makers
and stakeholders through your own network. Do you have a colleague — at your institution or another — who
you know is good at influencing policy, and if so, could you ask their advice for where they circulate their briefs?
Are you a member of any professional associations of which policymakers may also be members? If so, could
you locate their names and email addresses?

If you have the time to share your work in more active ways, consider: are there any conferences that you could
attend where you might speak about or circulate your brief? Or regular meetings of a group to which you might
pitch a one-hour presentation or webinar? The people who listen to your talk or chat with you over coffee may be
— or may have connections to — the policymakers who you’re looking to influence.

Advocating for systems-level policy change in academia
Getting the word out about your research can be a challenge, and the work of sharing your findings doesn’t end
when your article or book is published. Writing a policy brief can be a great way to make your work more
accessible, and it’s wonderful to see journals like the American Sociological Association’s Journal of Health and
Social Behaviour promote this mode of knowledge-sharing through their policy briefs page.

However, until more faculty associations successfully argue for “number of policies influenced or created” to be
included on promotion and tenure criteria, all the work you do to actively share your findings among
policymakers won’t count as much as your number of citations or grant dollars received. So while you seek to
ccessibfliing youharing through thein
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Ask Dr. Editor is a monthly column by Letitia Henville, a freelance academic editor at shortishard.ca. She earned
her PhD in English literature from the University of Toronto. Have a question about academic writing or editing?
Send it to her at shortishard.ca/contact or on Twitter @shortishard.
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