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An Outline for an Academic Essay in History 

The following number designations do NOT refer to paragraphs, but instead refer to sections of 

an essay.  A section can hold more than one paragraph.  That said, for short essays each section 

might only have one paragraph.  

Each paragraph must begin with a topic sentence.  That sentence explains the subject and 

argument of the paragraph and all the information in the paragraph should back up that 

sentence.   

 

1. Introduction – In this section you must introduce your topic and explain to the reader 


